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Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world Grow OGHHER
Serve
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July 1, 2026
Dear Church Family and Friends,
“Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given.” — John 1:16

Welcome to July and Happy Independence Day! As the summer heat settles in, our church calendar naturally shifts into a
different, gentler rhythm. For many of us, July is a time for vacations, family reunions, and long-awaited days of rest. |
pray that wherever your travels take you this month, you find deep physical refreshment and quiet moments to recon-
nect with God’s beautiful creation.

Even as our daily schedules change, the vital connection of our United Methodist faith remains steadfast. This month, we
focus on the foundational UMC mission: to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Our
transformation begins when we allow God's grace to refresh our own souls. | encourage you not to take a vacation from
your faith this summer. If you are away on a Sunday, | invite you to join our worship virtually or visit a local Methodist
congregation wherever you are traveling to experience the beauty of our global connection.

- lily Opportunities to Connect and Serve
We have several wonderful ways to stay anchored in community and service throughout July in our Lake South District
' NIC UWFaith Mission U: July 10-12, July 25 or Aug. 8
9 Revolutionize Your Ministry: July 17 & 18

Youth Christmas Institute: July 19-21
lAl Pastoral Invitation

This month, | challenge each of us to practice "holy leisure." Take time to slow down, put away distractions, and sit quiet-
ly in God’s presence. Let us also lift up our community in prayer, specifically remembering our homebound members,
those traveling on the highways, and families navigating summer transitions.

Thank you for your continued financial generosity and faithful service, which sustain our ministries all year round. It is a
profound joy to walk this journey of faith alongside each of you.

May the refreshing peace of Jesus Christ guard your hearts and minds all through this beautiful month.
Grace and Peace,

Rev. Beverly Dukes, pastor
First United Methodist Church of Oak Lawn



PRAYER CONCERNS

URGENT PRAYERS Arthur Vazquez, Helen Gesell

ONGOI NG PRAYERS FOR HEAL Pennpand RandyMiilslagle,
Greg Greiman, Joanne Bartlett, Gary Czemske
Donna Heinz, Kaylee Koschnitzki, Janice Fox

Thompson

PRAY FOR THOSE [LotettS(Eprivger, Al Force,; Christine Boyd, Army
Scott Boehn, Marines; Keith Danalewich, Navy

FRI ENDS OF OUR COMMUNITY 1I1
Dave Morris

Pastor Beverly® sister and step-mom

By phone, email or snail mailé . let them know you care!

WH@ AT CHURCH?

AA, NA, Al-Anon, Alateen, Girl Scouts, Jazzercise, Fit Your World, Friendship Fridays,
Compassion Word Ministries, our food pantry guests and more! Many groups utilize our
facilities and, although not all are directed by us, they become an extension of our com-
munity by helping us to be visible, and by reflecting values we hold as Christians, such as
the importance of self-care; control of substances that can harm our physical bodies; crea-
tivity; acquiring knowledge and growth; and helping those less fortunate. We invite you
to be aware of these various programs, and, if you should meet their members here, ex-
tend your hand in Christian fellowship and recognize them as part of our community. | n -

vite them to church, an event or a cirecl

bl essi ng!




Happy Birthday t oNN.
1st Dawn Meyers 2nd Joy Danalewich 2nd Angelique Sylvester
2nd Fiona Filomena 3rd John Dawson 4th Bill Neumann
7th Paul Alabi 15th Ruth Vazquez 20th Harry Wyma
21st Addison Cole 27th Donna Heinz 30th Brooklyn Cole

We CELEBRATE the continued growth of our Parking Lot Sales,

Which bring us extra funds as well as the opportunity to greet our
Neighbors.

We CELEBRATE our new partnership with the Girl ScoutTroop meeting in
our building. They have taken good care of the space they were gifted.
And, they are also offering their services to help with our Community Garden.
Girls and parents helped plant our garden, and they are now going to be
assisting in watering and weeding. We thank God for the blessings of

partnerships with our neighbors, and are proud to support the Scouting

program .




COMMUNITY CRUISE NIGHT
At FIRST UNITED METHOODIST, 10000 S. Central, Oak Lawn

Thursday, July 30", 4:30-7:30 P.M.

www_firstmethodistoaklawn.org fumcofficel @ att.net

708-423-1170

Free Admission

FOOD & DRINKS (Available for purchase)
Pastor Beverly’s CHOICE award given at 7:00

Fun for all! Come join us &
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Sundays: Worship! 9 am
Adult Sunday School 10:15

Fellowship and “coffee and” following services.

July 4 Fireworks can be viewed from
our parking lot!
July 11 Parking Lot Sale 8-2
July 11th Painting Party at parsonage
July 18th Painting Party at parsonage
July 23rd Roundtable Meeting 6:45
July 25th Parking Lot Sale 8-2
July 30th Community Car Show 4:30-7:30
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF OAK LAWN
PRESENTS

A AN GDDANOSODLONONS OONS LA —
LIVELY AFRICAN PRAISES & WORSHIP | CULTURAL SHOWCASE

ELEERATION

JOIN US FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE DAY OF CULTURE, 3
— COMMUNITY AND PRAISE AT OUR 4™ ANNUAL AFRICAN DAY'

Convener: LM Bola Akinsanya-Alabi

c START AT S
T0AM =
- FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF OAK LAWN

AUGUST 10000 CENTRAL AVENUE

8/9/26 ILLINOS 60453

HOST
s ; Pastor Beverly Dukes

COME DRESSED IN YOUR AFRICAN ATTIRE | FOOD | FUN | FELLOWSHIP




AND....COMING IN SEPTEMBER..... Mark your calendars now and invite
friends, neighbors. (Please note the start time of 1 pm, that day only.)

FIRST UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH OF OAK LAWN
PRESENTS
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TREASURE HUNTING SEASON!
Join us at parking lot sales, continuing the second and

fourth Saturdayds of each mont
are 82. MUItiple vendors, and treasures waiting to be found!!

(And for just $10, you can sell treasures, too! :)
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CYERASTECHn e

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY SCHOOL

9 a.m. in person worship in our sanctuary
Adult class at 10:15 Sundays

And available via Zoom in real time BIBLE STUDY VIA ZOOM

and on Facebook Live THURSDAY EVENINGS

(Contact the church for Zoom links) CALL US FOR MORE INFO

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH of Oak Lawn
Ministers: All members of the faith community Pastor: Beverly Dukes
Contact us: 100th and Central, Oak Lawn, IL 60453
Church Office: (708) 423-1170, Website: www.FirstMethodistOakLawn.org
Find us on Facebook!

E-mail Office: fumcofficel@att.net  Rev. Dukes: bdukes03@gmail.com

Northern lllinois Conference of the United Methodist Church Bishop Dan Schwerin  Rev. Dr. Audrea Nanabray, DS



